
 

May 2, 2025 

The Honorable Tom Cole 

Chairman 

House Committee on Appropriations 

Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 

Ranking Member 

House Committee on Appropriations 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro:  

I am requesting funding for the Jorstad Substation Grid Resilience Project in Fiscal Year 2026. 

The entity to receive funding for this project is Mason County PUD 1, located at 21971 N. Hwy 

101, Shelton, WA 98584. The funding would be used for the Jorstad Substation Grid Resilience 

Project, which is part of the PUD's overall grid resilience strategy and involves constructing a 

redundant, middle-mile substation in Lilliwaup, the center of a 46.3 mile stretch of power 

distribution lines that serve the Hood Canal.  

 

The project is an appropriate use of taxpayer funds because it is a vetted strategy in the PUD’s & 

Mason County’s FEMA-approved Hazard Mitigation Plan. Given the high frequency and 

duration of power outages that this region has experienced in the last four years, the 3,551 homes 

and businesses would benefit greatly from increased reliability and system redundancy in an 

expedited timeframe. The reduction in outages because of this project is estimated to save PUD 

ratepayers approximately $120,935.21/year in overtime response costs. This is especially 

meaningful to disadvantaged customers who are already experiencing high energy burdens.  

 

The project has a Federal nexus because the funding provided is for purposes authorized by 

section 203 of the Stafford Act (42 U.S.C. 5133), as amended by Section 1234, National Public 

Infrastructure Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation, of the Disaster Recovery Reform Act (DRRA) of 

2018. 

 

I certify that I have no financial interest in this project, and neither does anyone in my immediate 

family.  

  

Sincerely, 

Congresswoman Emily Randall  

Washington’s 6th District 


